
PM stresses on BIMSTEC’s role as 
engine for economic, social growth

After LS setback, Mahayuti shines 
in Maharashtra council polls
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LUCKNOW: In a landmark 
initiative, the Allahabad High 
Court has made history by pro-
nouncing a judgment in three 
languages simultaneously: 
English, Hindi, and Sanskrit. 
This unprecedented move is 
being hailed as a significant 
step in making judicial pro-
ceedings more inclusive and 
accessible.

The court addressed a peti-
tion concerning the enforce-
ment of interim alimony 
ordered by a family court under 
Section 125 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code (CrPC). The 
High Court ruled that such 
orders must be implemented 
and clarified that an applica-
tion under Section 482 CrPC is 
not maintainable for this pur-
pose. Instead, the petitioner 
should seek enforcement under 
Section 128 of the CrPC by 
approaching the family court.
Case Background

The decision was ren-
dered by Justice Shiv Shanker 

Prasad while dismissing a peti-
tion filed by Kanchan Rawat, 
who married Baijlal Rawat on 
December 1, 2009. Her fam-
ily reportedly spent between 
7 to 8 lakh rupees on the wed-
ding. However, she faced 
harassment for dowry at her 
in-laws’ home and was even-
tually forced to return to her 
parents’ house. On November 
26, 2011, she gave birth to her 
son, Gaurav.

Rawat’s wife sought ali-
mony from her husband, but 

when he failed to provide it, 
she filed a case in the family 
court of Ghazipur. The family 
court ordered Baijlal Rawat 
to pay interim alimony of Rs. 
4,000 per month under Sec-
tion 125 CrPC, which he com-
plied with initially. However, 
an outstanding amount of Rs. 
80,000 remained unpaid. The 
court subsequently ordered 
Mr. Rawat to pay the balance 
in installments of Rs. 10,000 
per month. When this direc-
tive was not followed, Mrs. 

Rawat filed a petition under 
Section 482 CrPC in the High 
Court, seeking enforcement of 
the payment.
 High Court’s Ruling

The opposition contested 
the maintainability of the peti-
tion, arguing that Rawat’s wife 
should seek relief under Sec-
tion 128 CrPC. The court 
upheld this objection and dis-
missed the petition, advising 
Rawat’s wife to approach the 
family court for enforcement 
of the alimony order.

Historic judgment by Allahabad HC: First 
verdict delivered in English, Hindi, Sanskrit
This unprecedented move is being hailed as a significant step in 

making judicial proceedings more inclusive and accessible

MUMBAI: In a morale-boost-
ing victory for ‘Mahayuti’ in 
Maharashtra ahead of assem-
bly polls, the ruling alliance on 
Friday won all the nine seats it 
contested in the biennial elec-
tions to 11 Legislative Council 
seats, but the opposition MVA 
faced a setback as a candidate 
backed by Sharad Pawar’s party 
lost.

In the results announced 
in the evening for the high-
stakes polls held earlier in the 
day, where 12 candidates were 
in the fray for 11 seats, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
won five seats, while Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde-led 
Shiv Sena and the Ajit Pawar-
led Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) bagged two each.

All three parties are con-
stituents of the ruling Maha-
yuti (grand alliance) which 
performed poorly in the recent 
Lok Sabha polls, winning just 
17 seats out of the total 48 in 
Maharashtra.

From the opposition Maha 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA), Milind 
Narvekar, a close aide of Shiv 

Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav 
Thackeray, and Congress can-
didate Pradnya Satav won the 
elections.

However, Peasants and 
Workers’ Party (PWP) can-
didate Jayant Patil, who was 
supported by Sharad Pawar-
led Nationalist Congress Party 
(SP), lost the polls, dealing a 
blow to the MVA.

The Shiv Sena (UBT), the 
Congress, the NCP (SP) and 
some smaller parties are mem-

bers of the MVA, which had 
put up an impressive show in 
the Lok Sabha elections, win-
ning 30 seats.

However, Peasants and 
Workers’ Party (PWP) can-
didate Jayant Patil, who was 
supported by Sharad Pawar-
led Nationalist Congress Party 
(SP), lost the polls, dealing a 
blow to the MVA which had 
put up an impressive show in 
the Lok Sabha elections, win-
ning 30 seats.�  MPOST

NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Friday said establish-
ing ‘Gram Nyayalayas’ would 
help in providing affordable 
and speedy justice to the citi-
zens at their doorsteps and also 
reduce the huge pendency of 
cases in trial courts.

An Act passed by Parlia-
ment in 2008 provided for the 
setting up of ‘Gram Nyaya-
layas’ at the grassroots level 
for providing access to justice 
to citizens and to ensure that 
opportunities for securing jus-
tice are not denied to anyone 
by reason of social, economic 
or other disabilities.

The apex court directed 
the chief secretaries of states 
and registrar generals of the 
high courts to file affidavits 
within six weeks pointing out 

the details regarding establish-
ment and functioning of ‘Gram 
Nyayalayas’, including about 
infrastructure made available 
for them.

A bench of Justices B R 
Gavai and K V Viswanathan 
passed the order after advocate 
Prashant Bhushan, appearing 
for petitioner NGO National 
Federation of Societies for Fast 
Justice and others, said that 16 
years after passing of the Act, 

only 264 Gram Nyayalayas 
were functional.

The plea was filed in the 
apex court in 2019 seeking a 
direction to the Centre and all 
states for taking steps to set up 
‘Gram Nyayalayas’ under the 
supervision of the top court.

It has said that sections 
5 and 6 of the Gram Nyaya-
layas Act, 2008, provide that 
state government in consulta-
tion with the high court will 
appoint a ‘Nyayadhikari’ for 
each ‘Gram Nyayalaya’, who 
will be a person eligible to be 
appointed as a judicial magis-
trate of the first class. During 
the hearing, Bhushan said the 
Act came into being in 2008 
and a minimum of 6,000 Gram 
Nyayalayas should have been 
established by now. � MPOST

NEW DELHI: Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
Rahul Gandhi on Friday urged 
people to refrain from using 
derogatory language and being 
nasty towards former Union 
minister Smriti Irani or any 
other leader.

His remarks come amid 
some people taking digs at 
Irani after she vacated her offi-
cial bungalow following her 
defeat in the Lok Sabha polls to 
Congress’ Kishori Lal Sharma 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Amethi.

“Winning and losing hap-
pen in life. I urge everyone 
to refrain from using deroga-
tory language and being nasty 
towards Smt. Smriti Irani or 
any other leader for that mat-

ter,” Gandhi said on X.
“Humiliating and insult-

ing people is a sign of weak-
ness, not strength,” the former 
Congress president said. The 
BJP’s IT department head Amit 
Malviya hit back at Gandhi, 
accusing him of putting out 
a disingenuous message after 
“unleashing” Congress leaders 

like “a pack of wolves” on her.
Mavliya said on X, “This is 

the most disingenuous mes-
sage, ever. After unleashing 
Congress leaders, like a pack 
of wolves, on the woman who 
defeated him in Amethi and 
smashed his arrogance to 
smithereens, this is rich. All 
this gibberish doesn’t take 
away from the fact that Smt 
Smriti Irani forced Balak Bud-
dhi to abandon Amethi.”

Irani vacated her offi-
cial bungalow at 28 Tughlak 
Crescent in Lutyens’ Delhi, 
weeks after she was defeated 
by Sharma, a close aide of the 
Gandhi family, from Amethi 
parliamentary seat with a mar-
gin of over 1.6 lakh votes. MPOST
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NEW DELHI: With the issue 
of “billionaire tax” being taken 
up with G20 countries by a 
group of former presidents and 
prime ministers, the Congress 
on Friday asked what is Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s posi-
tion on such a tax and what will 
be India’s stand when the mat-
ter is discussed at the G20 meet 
later this month.

Congress general secretary, 
in-charge communications, Jai-
ram Ramesh, said all over the 
world, there is a growing con-
sensus that billionaires must 

pay their fair share of taxes.
“As proposed by Brazil -- 

which now holds the annual 
rotational G20 Presidency -- 
and endorsed by France, Spain, 
South Africa, and Germany, 
the world is moving towards a 

2 per cent wealth tax on these 
billionaires,” he said in a post 
on X. “India has 167 dollar bil-
lionaires. A 2 per cent wealth 
tax would raise 1.5 lakh crores 
each year - almost 0.5 per cent 
of our GDP. This could pay for 
schools, hospitals, renewable 
energy, and many more essen-

tial investments in the future 
of our country,” Ramesh said.

“What is the non-biological 
PM’s position on a ‘billionaire 
tax’? What will be India’s posi-
tion when it will be discussed at 
the G20 meet in Rio de Janeiro 
later this month?” the Congress 
leader said. 

NEW DELHI: Amid a row 
over the proposal to teach 
Manusmriti to law students of 
Delhi University, Union Edu-
cation Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan on Friday said there 
is no question of including any 
controversial portion of any 
script in the curriculum.

While noting that Delhi 
University Vice Chancellor 
Yogesh Singh had rejected the 
proposal to teach Manusmriti 
to law students on Thurs-
day itself, Pradhan said the 
government is committed to 
upholding the true spirit of the 
Constitution. � AGENCIES
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PATNA:The ruling NDA in 
Bihar and the opposition 
Mahagathbandhan on Fri-
day crossed swords over the 
demand for special status to 
the state, which seems to have 
intensified ahead of the Parlia-
ment’s budget session.

The demand was first 
made soon after the creation 
of Jharkhand robbed the state 
of its mineral wealth, though 
the Centre has been of the view 
that the grant of special status 
was no longer possible since 
the provision was scrapped by 
the 14th Finance Commission.

‘No question 
of including 

controversial 
portion of any 

script’

Special status 
demand triggers 
political slugfest 

in Bihar
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Friday reaf-
firmed India’s commitment to 
seven-nation grouping BIM-
STEC and stressed on its role 
as an engine for economic and 
social growth.

The foreign ministers of the 
BIMSTEC member states made 
a joint call on Modi on the sec-
ond and final day of their retreat 
in Delhi. The Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-sectoral Techni-
cal and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC), brings together 
seven countries of South and 
Southeast Asia for multifaceted 
cooperation. Besides India, the 
BIMSTEC comprises Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Nepal and Bhutan.

“Glad to meet BIMSTEC 
Foreign Ministers. Discussed 
ways to strengthen regional 
cooperation, including connec-
tivity, energy, trade, health, agri-
culture, science, security and 

people-to-people exchanges. 
Conveyed full support to Thai-
land for a successful Summit,” 
Modi said on X.

A readout by the PMO said 
Modi reaffirmed India’s com-
mitment to a peaceful, prosper-
ous, resilient and safe BIMSTEC 

region and highlighted its signifi-
cance to India’s ‘Neighbourhood 
First and Look East Policies as 
well as in its SAGAR vision.

“The PM had fruitful discus-
sions with the group of minis-
ters on further strengthening the 
regional cooperation in diverse 

areas including connectivity, 
energy, trade, health, agriculture, 
science, security and people to 
people exchanges,” it said.

“He stressed on the role of 
BIMSTEC as an engine for eco-
nomic and social growth,” the 
readout noted.

It said Modi expressed India’s 
full support to Thailand for the 
upcoming BIMSTEC Summit to 
be held in September.

India hosted the BIM-
STEC foreign ministers’ retreat 
to review various initiatives to 
expand cooperation among the 
grouping’s member nations.

In his inaugural address at 
the retreat, External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar called on the 
grouping to infuse new energies, 
resources and a fresh commit-
ment to bolster cooperation.

India has been making con-
certed efforts to make BIMSTEC 
a vibrant forum for regional 
cooperation as initiatives under 
SAARC (South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation) 
were not moving forward for a 
variety of reasons.

India has been cooperating 
with the countries of the Indian 
Ocean region under the broader 
policy framework of SAGAR or 
Security and Growth for all in 
the Region.

BIMSTEC MEMBER STATES MADE A JOINT CALL ON MODI PAWAR-BACKED NOMINEE LOSES

‘WINNING AND LOSING HAPPEN IN LIFE’

PM Narendra Modi with Foreign Ministers of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) member nations during a meeting, in New Delhi, on Friday�  PTI
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tax’? What will be India’s position when it will be dis-
cussed at G20 meet in Rio de Janeiro later this month?’
»» ‘All over the world, there is a growing consensus that bil-
lionaires must pay their fair share of taxes’
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filed by Kanchan Rawat, who married Baijlal 
Rawat on December 1, 2009
»» The opposition contested the maintainability 
of the petition, arguing that Rawat’s wife 
should seek relief under Section 128 CrPC. 
The court upheld this objection and dismissed 
the petition, advising Rawat’s wife to 
approach the family court for enforcement 
of the alimony order
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Maharashtra Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy CM Devendra 
Fadnavis celebrate after the victory of all nine Mahayuti (ruling 
alliance) candidates in the state Legislative Council polls at Vidhan 
Bhavan, in Mumbai, on Friday � PTI
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